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Help is on the Way

I.  He brings peace

II.   He brings understanding 

On my way home after church last Sunday I had to stop at Food Lion.  As I stepped out of the car I opened the back door to lay my suit coat in the back seat and I heard this hissing sound.  I looked down and watched as the rear tire deflated to the ground in a matter of seconds.  It was 90 degrees out and I had my nice church clothes on.  But a man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do.  I pulled out my car manual , unsure of where my jack and tire iron were and began to change my flat.  While I was on the ground perspiring profusely several patrons of the grocery store walked or drove past.  Not one said a word.  I found that interesting since some of them were even dressed as I was, just coming from church.  This may have been a bit judgmental on my part but I thought, “You know, even if it looks like the guy knows what he’s doing, any one of my members would have stopped, and at least asked, ‘Can I help you?’”

An overwhelming sense of déjà vu came over me as I washed my hands in the grocery store restroom and wiped off my face.  I had heard or seen this situation before.  Of course, the parable of the Good Samaritan!  We’ve all been in this situation.  Stranded, in trouble, maybe even helpless, but in this story there is no Good Samaritan.  As I prepared to study the gospel for this sermon I couldn’t help but think, that man lying in the ditch, beaten and bruised, would be the disciples one day.  And their all-wise teacher and friend would no longer be physically present to pick them up.  You and I are like that young man changing his flat with no one to help.  You and I are like that poor man lying in the ditch in that parable, beaten, battered and bruised by our guilt, the sinful world and Satan.  Yet although our situation at times seems helpless Jesus promises to send help.  Today as we study the Gospel from John Jesus tells us, “Help is on the way!”  It is my prayer that you will see who this help is and what kind of assistance he brings.

I.  He brings peace
Before Jesus walked with his disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday he gave them many encouraging words.  The horrible things that would soon happen to their dear Teacher would certainly tear their hearts to pieces.  But Jesus knew his friends.  He understood their feelings.  And so he brought words and promises of comfort.  “I’m going to leave you soon.  But because I love you guys and care so much for you, I want to leave you with something.  Not gold or silver, no palace or army, but something more special than what the world can give.  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”  A common Hebrew greeting, like our “You be safe now,” or “Take care.”  But this simple salutation held more weight.  “I wish you well.  I hope you have joy and peace.  Because the peace I give you is not the peace the world gives.”

The world would not deal with the Savior’s disciples in a peaceful manner.  On the pages of scripture we read how they were beaten, whipped, stoned, thrown in jail, beheaded and put to the sword.  The apostles saw violent opposition toward the message of saving peace.  Jesus knew this.  So he said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  Even though theses awful things must happen to you, do not be stirred up like a lake during a thunderstorm.  Do not be timid.  Do not lack courage.  Help is on the way!   

How true are those words of our Lord today?  “I do not give to you as the world gives.”  He’s right.  The sinful world gives nothing for free.  And the peace it offers leaves many lacking.  Smoke this joint, shoot this into your bloodstream, it’ll make you feel better.  Drink a bottle of this or a twelve-pack of that.  It’ll wash your worries away.  Live the rock-star lifestyle.  Sleep around with anyone and everyone.  Buy some more of that.  Fill your house to the rafters.  Build bigger storerooms and barns, you need more.  The reality is the more we chase these dreams of peace, the less peace we find.

That’s how we began, you and I.  We were born as unholy sinners, unwilling insurgents, always searching for peace in this world but never finding it.  With no Christ in our life, we were at peace with the devil and at war with our Creator.  Always at odds with the very one who shaped us and formed us.  There we are, lying in the ditch, beaten and battered, with no one to help.  What a terrible life to live.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”  Where did we find this peace, how did we acquire it?  Jesus tells us, “The Father will send the Counselor, literally, the Helper, that is the Holy Spirit.”  We did nothing to acquire this Helper.  We did not find him.  The Father sent him to us.  Here, at the baptismal font, the Holy Spirit baptized me.  Here the Helper came to me and made me holy.  Here, in his Holy Word, the Helper came to me and spoke the gospel to my heart.  The gospel that says, “Dear sinner, look no more for peace in this world.  Receive the peace I give to you through the Son’s perfect life, innocent death and glorious resurrection.”  The Holy Spirit picked your lifeless soul out of the ditch and breathed life into it.  The Holy Spirit, the Helper, transformed you from an unholy sinner to a holy saint, from unwilling insurgent to willing servant.  The Helper created peace between you and your Creator, by making you holy.

Do you see how important the work of the Holy Spirit is?  He brings that peace Jesus promised.  Peace with a holy and righteous God, lasting eternal peace.  Dear friends, you no longer have to search, no longer be burdened by the peace this world tries to offer you.  The apostles experienced persecution and opposition.  The Holy Spirit came to them as Jesus promised, and helped them.  He gave them strength.  You and I no longer have to fear persecution or opposition to the message of truth we proclaim.  You have your Helper.  He brings you peace.  He gives you strength.

How can you be sure that help has arrived?  How do we know that he is not flitting about in heaven among the deceased saints, apostles, martyrs, and prophets?  We cannot see him.  He is more than just a feeling because our feelings often betray us.  This is how you can be certain: Jesus promised to send his Helper.  Jesus keeps his promises.  The Spirit dwells in you, remains in you, and convinces you that he there with you, always.  Here in the Word, there in the baptismal font, there on the altar with Jesus’ body and blood is the Spirit.  There is your Helper, reminding you over and over again who he is and what has done for you and what he will continue to do for you.  Help has arrived.  He has brought true peace.

II.   He brings understanding
Last week we celebrated our Resurrected Lord’s ascension into heaven.  It’s amazing when you read that account that even up till the last day Jesus lived on this earth, the disciples still had the wrong idea about the Anointed One.  “Are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) They expected a political Messiah, some great general to expel the hated Romans out of the country once and for all.  The Scriptures never said anything about an earthly kingdom.  But the Teacher showed great patience with his pupils.  “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”   Help is on the way!  The Holy Spirit will teach you these things.  So just hold on to your sandals.

The apostle John recognized this truth.  When Jesus cleared the temple of the moneychangers and sellers of livestock, when he rode triumphant into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the disciples didn’t get it.  But John writes, “After he had risen from the dead his disciples remembered what he had said and believed the Scriptures.”  (John 2:22; 12:16) They had spent three years listening to Jesus preach sermons and teach Sunday school stories to them every day.  But they didn’t get it until the Helper opened their minds.  And open their minds he did.  This morning in the second lesson we heard the Apostle Peter’s sermon to the people of Jerusalem, woven with Old Testament prophecies and New Testament fulfillments.  It sounds like he finally got it, doesn’t it?

How many years have you spent with your Teacher?  Three years, thirty years, or three times thirty years?  Do you get it yet?  Do you understand all of the sermons your Teacher has preached to you over the years through his Holy Word?  No?  Well, that makes two of us.  What has Jesus promised you and me on this special Pentecost Sunday?  “The Helper will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  How does the Helper teach you and remind you?  How does he work?  Through the words he wrote!  The television network NBC has a series of commercials entitled, “The more you know, the more you grow.”  Couldn’t that be applied to the promise Jesus gives to you today?  The more you know my words, the more you grow in my words.  The more you study these holy Words, the more the Holy Spirit will help you understand them.  He is your Teacher.  He is the one you will find at every Bible Information Class, every Sunday morning Family Bible Study Hour, every Sunday school lessons, every Adult Discipleship class, every personal devotion, at every council devotion.  Be where your Helper is, often, daily.  There your Helper will open your mind and give you understanding.

I don’t mind changing flat tires.  What stinks is tightening bolts and cranking the jack in 100 degree weather wearing your Sunday best and receiving no help.  I shouldn’t complain too much and neither should you, if the situation ever presented itself.  We’ve been in a worse condition.  At one time you and I were lying in a ditch, battered and bruised from all the attempts to find peace in this world.  There we lay dead to God, with no help on the way.  But Jesus sent his Helper.  His Helper found you, breathed life into you and brought you true peace, peace with your Holy God, peace of knowing that your sins are washed away, that you are holy.  This Helper continues to remind you of this true peace and gives you the understanding to believe it.  May the Holy Spirit continue to keep you in the one true faith, at peace with God and full of understanding, until life everlasting.  Amen.
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